
1. Christ wants a ________________ church.
1. Revelation 3:7-13 - 7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, 

He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 
8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little 
strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of 
Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your 
feet, and to know that I have loved you. 10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep 
you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who 
overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the 
name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 
from My God. And I will write on him My new name. 13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.”’

2. The Church of Philadelphia
1. Built by Attalus Philadelphus, king of Pergamos, about 150 years before Jesus’ birth. 

1. “Philadelphus” is similar to the Greek word philadelphia, meaning “brotherly love”.
2. The city of Philadelphia was 28 miles southeast of Sardis. 
3. Called “the gateway to the East.” 
4. On the edge of a great volcanic plain which was fertile which made it known for its agricultural products 
5. It was the centre of worship of the greek god Dionysius, the god of wine.
6. The city was world-famous for its wines and hot springs that were said to have healing powers.
7. Philadelphia sat on a geological fault, and in 17 b.c. it was destroyed by a severe earthquake that also 

destroyed Sardis and ten other cities. 
1. Earthquakes destroyed the city several times.

3. 1 Corinthians 8:5-6 - 5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many  
gods and many lords), 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and 
one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live.

4. Matthew 28:18 - 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth.

5. Revelation 1:18 - 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have 
the keys of Hades and of Death.

6. 1 Corinthians 16:9 - 9 For a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.

2. Christ wants a ________________ church.
1. Matthew 16:19 - 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
2. Luke 17:6 - 6 So the Lord said, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.
3. Deuteronomy 31:6 - 6 Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your 

God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.”
4. Hebrews 13:5 - 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He 

Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
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3. Christ wants a __________________ church.
1. Ephesians 6:12 - 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
2. Isaiah 45:23 - 23 I have sworn by Myself; The word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, And shall not 

return, That to Me every knee shall bow, Every tongue shall take an oath.
3. Philippians 2:10-11 - 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those 

on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.

4. Romans 1:16 - 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

5. Acts 8:28-39 - 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which he 
read was this: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He 
opened not His mouth. 33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And who will declare His generation? 
For His life is taken from the earth.” 34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the 
prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this 
Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the 
eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe 
with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 So 
he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he 
baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the 
eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.

6. Matthew 28:19-20 - 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

4. Christ wants a _________________ church.
1. Revelation 21:2 - 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
2. William Carey - “Attempt great things for God, expect great things of God.” 
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